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Agenda

The Landscape

• Congress
• The Executive Branch

Key Issues

Questions?



Elections dominate the agenda

• Presidential cycle

• Narrow margins

• Factions, not parties

The Landscape



The Landscape – No More Middle

Source: The Cook Political Report, accessed 4/5/24 athttps://www.cookpolitical.com/ratings/house-race-ratings 



Views of Higher Ed



Adjusted 
Lifetime 
Earnings

Source: College Board, Education Pays 2023, accessed at 
https://research.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/education-
pays-2023-presentation.pdf



Confidence in Higher Education 
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Percent of Americans with “Great Deal” or “Quite A Lot” of Confidence in Institutions

Nine Major U.S. Institutions Public Schools Higher Education

Source: Gallup; Nine institutions: Banks, Big Business, the military, the Supreme Court, Congress, church/organized religion, public schools, newspapers, and organized labor



Over 43 Million Non-Completers
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Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Table S1501



Americans 
Losing Faith



Partisanship and Education



Higher Ed in the Spotlight

High profile national issues:

• Race in admissions

• Loan forgiveness

• Campus unrest



Partisan 
Affiliation by 
Educational 
Attainment



Congressional 
Districts and 
Voters Self-
Segregating

Source: Politico analysis  of 2022 election data, accessed at https://www.politico.com/interactives/2022/midterm-election-house-districts-by-education/



Congress



Anti-Semitism and Campus Protests

Statements

Hearings

Protests

Escalation(s)



Where Protests Are Happening

Per Chronicle of Higher Education (5/8/24)



Political 
Response

Congress
• Hearings…and 

hearings…and hearings
• “Whole House” approach
• Ongoing investigations
• Not much legislatively 

(yet)
• Many options, no path

Administration 
• Investigations
• Guidance
• Expanded resources
• Multi-agency effort



Higher Education Act Reauthorization

Stands till in Senate Very Active  Hous e
Piecemeal approach
Contrasting visions

Advancing ideas

Changes in leadership
Big vs. small

Different dynamics



College Cost Reduction Act (H.R. 6951)

Loan Changes

Accreditation

Risk Sharing



Bipartisan Workforce Pell Act (H.R.6585)

Bipartisan 
policy

Fast 
tracked

Scoring 
points

Stiff 
opposition



The Administration



Administrative “Crush”

• FAFSA (ongoing)
• DoL Overtime Rule (July 1)
• GE/FVT (Oct. 1)
• Title IX (Aug. 1)
• DoJ ADA (soon)
• Neg-reg (soon’ish) 
• TPS (?)



Better FAFSA Implementation

Chaos on 
campuses

Under-resourced 
and over-tasked

Growing enrollment  
problem

Ultimately 
beneficial



Recent Regulatory Action

Title IX DoL Overtime
Massive impact
Headed to court

Little time

Positive changes
Rapid reversal

Little time



• 2017 Regs

• State actions

• ED’s response

• Ongoing rulemaking

Accreditation



Program Integrity and Institutional Quality Rulemaking

Accreditation State 
Authorization

Distance 
Education

Return to 
Title IV

Cash 
Management



Questions?
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